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"Failing to Heed God's Call” Part 1
Let us pray …

Today’s subject, “Failing to Heed God's Call,” is timely in that there may be those who want to be saved but are failing to heed God’s call. We are running out of time to prepare for what is soon to break upon the world as an overwhelming surprise.
Jesus told us to “Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.” When He said that there was no New Testament, so in effect He would say to us in 2015, “Search the Old Testament!”

We will be using our Old Testament swords today and I want you to turn to Joshua 24:1, 2. “And Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and called for the elders of Israel, and for their heads, and for their judges, and for their officers; and they presented themselves before God.  And Joshua said unto all the people, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Your fathers dwelt on the other side of the flood in old time, [even] Terah, the father of Abraham, and the father of Nachor: and they served other gods.”
“Your fathers dwelt on the other side of the flood …” Now we know this is not talking about Noah’s flood. What did he mean, the other side of the flood? The word flood in Strongs is nahar,  naw-hawr' meaning a stream (including the sea; expec. the Nile, Euphrates, etc.); figuratively, prosperity:--flood, river. 

In Adam Clarkes Commentary it says, “Verse 2.  [On the other side of the flood] The river Euphrates.” Geograhically that would be correct considering Shechem was on one side of the Euphrates in Canaan and Babylon was on the other side.
Now Joshua, who was an old man himself and he is reviewing the history of God’s people’s beginnings. He mentioned Terah, Abraham’s fether and that they served other gods in Babylon. We know that God called Abraham out of Babylon.

The Euphrates River was a boundary between the promised land and Babylon. In fact, the Euphrates is mention 21 times in the Bible, 7 times as a boundary.

In Genesis 15:18 God had given Abraham the Canaan land on the other side of the Euphrates from Babylon. It reads, “In the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have I given this land, from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates:”
In Deuteronomy 1:7, 8 We read what God said to Moses, “Turn you, and take your journey, and go to the mount of the Amorites, and unto all [the places] nigh thereunto, in the plain, in the hills, and in the vale, and in the south, and by the sea side, to the land of the Canaanites, and unto Lebanon, unto the great river, the river Euphrates. Behold, I have set the land before you: go in and possess the land which the LORD sware unto your fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give unto them and to their seed after them.”

Deuteronomy 11:10-12 “For the land, whither thou goest in to possess it, [is] not as the land of Egypt, from whence ye came out, where thou sowedst thy seed, and wateredst [it] with thy foot, as a garden of herbs:  But the land, whither ye go to possess it, [is] a land of hills and valleys, [and] drinketh water of the rain of heaven:  A land which the LORD thy God careth for: the eyes of the LORD thy God [are] always upon it, from the beginning of the year even unto the end of the year.” So the land of Canaan was specially cared for by God and He would continue to care for the land so long as His people were faithful.
So we are looking at two centers, Jerusalem and Babylon. Capitals on either side of the Euphrates. What was the place that Abraham was called out of? It was Ur of the Chaldees. Genesis 15:7 “And he said unto him, I [am] the LORD that brought thee out of Ur of the Chaldees, to give thee this land to inherit it.” Ur of the Chaldees was in Babylon and it was the land of false gods and images.
Why did God call Abraham out of Babylon? In order for God to fulfil what He wanted to do with him, he had to come all the way out of Babylon. 
Abram had gone as far as Haran with his father Terah. Terah died in Haran at the age of 205. Abram was 75 when God called him out of that country.

Here is what God said to him in Genesis 12:1-3 “Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will show thee:  And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing:  And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.” So Abram had to get out of Babylon and cross the Euphrates. He obeyed and left.
In Genesis 14:13, we come across the first time we see the word Hebrew. “And there came one that had escaped, and told Abram the Hebrew; …” Abram the Hebrew. Adam Clarke Commentary says, It is very likely that Abram had this appellation from his coming from beyond the river Euphrates to enter Canaan. So the actual interpretation of the word Hebrew is “one who came from beyond the river Euphrates.”
God changed Abram’s name in Genesis 17:5
“Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham; for a father of many nations have I made thee.”

Now what are we called today? Galatians 3:7, 27-29 “Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham.” “For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.  There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.  And if ye [be] Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.” In 2015, we are children of Abraham, we are spiritual Jews, we are spiritual Hebrews.
We must each as individuals be one who came from beyond the river Euphrates, leaving the land of false gods. In other words coming out of the world and not desiring anything that separates us from our God so that we can serve Him only.

 Abraham in His old age had his son of promise Genesis 21:5 “And Abraham was an hundred years old, when his son Isaac was born unto him.”
Isaac had two sons when he was sixty Genesis 25:26 “And after that came his brother out, and his hand took hold on Esau's heel; and his name was called Jacob: and Isaac [was] threescore years old when she bare them.”
God changed Jacob’s name which meant “supplanter” to “Israel” as we read in 32:28. “And he said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel: for as a prince hast thou power with God and with men, and hast prevailed.” Israel had twelve sons which became known as the 12 tribes of Israel. Because of jealousy the brothers of Joseph sold him into slavery in Egypt.
It was in Egypt that Joseph, through a twisted turn of events rose to be second in power in Egypt, second only to the Pharaoh. Because of an extended famine, all the family and servants of Israel moved into the land of Goshen in Egypt. As time went on and through change in national leadership, the Jews ended up in slavery to their taskmasters, the Egyptians.
God had given Abram the land of Canaan east of the river of Egypt, the Nile River up to the land east of the Euphrates. Genesis 15:18 “In the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have I given this land, from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates:”

God delivered the israelites out of the bondage in Egypt, but over time they became rebellious and went after other gods. God allowed Israel to be counquered by the king of Babylon and he took many of Israel’s finest into captivity in Babylon. They had come full circle from the time of Abraham when God had called him out of Babylon, to being in captivity in Babylon. We read the account in Daniel 1:1-4, “In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah came Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon unto Jerusalem, and besieged it. And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, with part of the vessels of the house of God: which he carried into the land of Shinar to the house of his god; and he brought the vessels into the treasure house of his god. And the king spake unto Ashpenaz the master of his eunuchs, that he should bring [certain] of the children of Israel, and of the king's seed, and of the princes; Children in whom [was] no blemish, but well favoured, and skilful in all wisdom, and cunning in knowledge, and understanding science, and such as [had] ability in them to stand in the king's palace, and whom they might teach the learning and the tongue of the Chaldeans.”
Let’s read why God sent the enemies of the Jews enemies to destroy Judah in 2 Kings 24:1-4, “In his days Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up, and Jehoiakim became his servant three years: then he turned and rebelled against him.  And the LORD sent against him bands of the Chaldees, and bands of the Syrians, and bands of the Moabites, and bands of the children of Ammon, and sent them against Judah to destroy it, according to the word of the LORD, which he spake by his servants the prophets.  Surely at the commandment of the LORD came [this] upon Judah, to remove [them] out of his sight, for the sins of Manasseh, according to all that he did;  And also for the innocent blood that he shed: for he filled Jerusalem with innocent blood; which the LORD would not pardon.”
So it was for the sins of the wicked king Manassah that God punished them. What were those sins? 2 Kings 21:1-7 “Manasseh [was] twelve years old when he began to reign, and reigned fifty and five years in Jerusalem. And his mother's name [was] Hephzibah.  And he did [that which was] evil in the sight of the LORD, after the abominations of the heathen, whom the LORD cast out before the children of Israel.  For he built up again the high places which Hezekiah his father had destroyed; and he reared up altars for Baal, and made a grove, as did Ahab king of Israel; and worshipped all the host of heaven, and served them.  And he built altars in the house of the LORD, of which the LORD said, In Jerusalem will I put my name.  And he built altars for all the host of heaven in the two courts of the house of the LORD.  And he made his son pass through the fire, and observed times, and used enchantments, and dealt with familiar spirits and wizards: he wrought much wickedness in the sight of the LORD, to provoke [him] to anger.  And he set a graven image of the grove that he had made in the house, of which the LORD said to David, and to Solomon his son, In this house, and in Jerusalem, which I have chosen out of all tribes of Israel, will I put my name for ever:”
So Manassah had led them into a very deep apostasy to worship the false gods and the graven images. God sent them back to Babylon on the other side of the Euphrates, where God had called Abraham to come out of.
When 70 years of captivity was accomplished, God called His people once more to come out of Babylon. He wanted them to become the light of the world. They were to rebuild Jerusalem and the temple and to restore the true worship of the Living God. Although many heeded God’s call and came out of Babylon, sadly so many more did not want to leave their homes and the life they came to enjoy in that pagan nation.

So why is all of this that we have just studied so important to us today? It is because there are so many in the denomination of the Seventh-day Adventist Church that are casting their longing eyes at the idols of Babylon. Could it be that our physical bodies are on the right side of the Euphrates River, but our hearts, minds and affections are in Babylon, which represents the world with all its devices, amusements, attractions and sports. In other words we pretend to be Hebrews, but we long for the things of the world.

We need to act, pray, eat, think, dress and worship like Hebrews, but unfortunately many today are acting, praying, eating, thinking, dressing and worshiping like Babylonians.
Psalm 137:1 “By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, yea, we wept, when we remembered Zion.” 

Psalm 137:4 “How shall we sing the LORD's song in a strange land?” At that time they could not sing the Lord’s song in Babylon as with bitter tears they remembered their homeland.

How things have changed today among God’s professed remnant people. Many SDA churches have cast out the beautiful music of the hymnals in favor of the music and instrumentation of Babylon. What was to be reverence in the sanctuary has been transformed into entertainment centers. Singing and swaying in hypnotic rhythm, with some dancing and rolling on the floor, and this is called the moving of the Holy Spirit? 
What has happened? It is obvious that the leaders and the laity for the most part have taken their eyes off of Christ in the sanctuary and have brought in the damnable heresies and worship styles of the churches of Babylon. What direction are we to go?
God has commanded the apostates in Joshua 24:14, 15 “Now therefore fear the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in truth: and put away the gods which your fathers served on the other side of the flood, and in Egypt; and serve ye the LORD. And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that [were] on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.”

As mentioned before, many go to church today with their physical body on this side of the Euprhates, while their hearts and minds are yet in Babylon.

Jesus gave us a three word warning in Luke 17:32
“Remember Lot's wife.” Where was her physical body? It was with her husband and two daughters. Where was her heart and mind? It was in Sodom and she turned with longing eyes and immediately judgment was upon her as she turned into a pillar of salt. Is God particular? 

How does God want us to interpret 1 John 2:15, 16? “Love not the world, neither the things [that are] in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  For all that [is] in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.”
In closing I give you this S.O.P. quote from PP688.3 “Satan was determined to keep his hold on the land of Canaan, and when it was made the habitation of the children of Israel, and the law of God was made the law of the land, he hated Israel with a cruel and malignant hatred and plotted their destruction. Through the agency of evil spirits strange gods were introduced; and because of transgression, the chosen people were finally scattered from the Land of Promise. This history Satan is striving to repeat in our day. God is leading His people out from the abominations of the world, that they may keep His law; and because of this, the rage of "the accuser of our brethren" knows no bounds. "The devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short time." Revelation 12:10, 12. The antitypical land of promise is just before us, and Satan is determined to destroy the people of God and cut them off from their inheritance. The admonition, "Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter into temptation" (Mark 14:38), was never more needed than now.”  {PP 688.3}  
Let us pray …
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